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Executive Summary 
 

• In February 2026, Council endorsed proceeding to consultation on a visitor pay parking 
proposal at beachside areas with exemptions for local residents. 
 

• The proposal was publicly exhibited for a six-week period from 4 March 2026 to 15 April 2026, 
with more than 12,000 people taking part in the community consultation – making it the largest 
community engagement process ever conducted by Council.  

 

• Council’s consultation found general support for the proposal with 55% of respondents to the 
resident survey in support (40% opposed, 5% neutral) and 64% of respondents surveyed in 
a representative telephone survey in support (28% opposed, 8% neutral).  

 

• Those supportive of the proposal cited increasing fairness of funding beach services and that 
it would better manage parking demand and increase parking turnover while those opposed 
to the plan were mainly concerned equality of access, cost of living and dissatisfaction with 
the proposed one free permit model.  

 

• In response to community feedback, Council staff have refined the visitor pay parking 
proposal to specifically address community concerns reducing the number of proposed visitor 
pay parking spaces from about 3,300 to 1,400 and providing unlimited permits per eligible 
household for all Randwick City residents, subject to proof of residence and vehicle 
ownership. 

 

• The indicative potential funding opportunity for the refined proposal is approximately $3.0M 
to $3.6M, which could contribute to support coastal infrastructure, beach amenity, sustainable 
transport solutions, parking management and associated services. 

 
 

Recommendation 
 
That the information be received and noted.  
 
 

Attachment/s: 
 
1.⇩ 

 

Presentation - Visitor Pay Parking Community Consultation Outcomes and Revised 
Proposal 

 

  
 

 

 
Responsible officer: Joshua Hay, Manager Communications; Eva Havenstein, Manager 

Engineering Services       
 
File Reference: F2026/00268 

  

Governance Advisory Committee Report No. GAC14/26 
 
Subject: Visitor pay parking community consultation outcomes and 

revised proposal 
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1. Community consultation outcomes

• Resident survey
• Telephone survey
• Visitor survey
• People movement data
• Submissions

2. Revised proposal

• Response to feedback
• Free resident parking permits
• Reduction in pay parking locations
• Recommendation to council

Presentation 
outline
Manager Communications
Joshua Hay

Manager Engineering 
Services
Eva Havenstein
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Council resolutions

24 February 2026
(Magner/Willington) that Council:   

a) seek community feedback on the introduction of visitor pay parking at beachside areas with exemptions 
for local residents (option 2);   

b) endorse that the public exhibition period run for a minimum of 42 days commencing early March 2026; 
and  

c) receive a report on the outcomes of the public exhibition following the consultation period. 

18 November 2025
(Hamilton/Rosenfeld) that Council:
a) investigate options to relieve parking pressures;
b) Council staff action Motion NM20/25 regarding parking in Clovelly; and
c) Calls for a report back to Council on ways to address the parking congestion in our coastal areas and 

town centres.
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4 March – 15 April 2026
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Summary of overall results

Consultation outcome summary
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Resident survey Telephone survey

• Online and paper
• Largest consultation in Council’s history
• Data validation
• Paper surveys manually keyed double entry on 10% 

sample, single-pass accuracy on comments 99.37%

• 600 respondents, randomly polled
• Demographically weighted by age and gender
• 83% mobile, 17% landline
• +- 4% error margin at 95% confidence
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Q1. On a scale of 0 to 10, how supportive are you of introducing paid visitor parking at the beachside 
locations of Clovelly, Coogee, La Perouse, Little Bay, Malabar, Maroubra and Yarra Bay? 
Residents of the Randwick Local Government Area would be exempt. 

Chart: Resident survey. Source: WebSurvey
n = 11,101

Chart: Telephone survey. Source: Taverner
n = 600
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Q1. On a scale of 0 to 10, how supportive are you of introducing paid visitor parking at the beachside 
locations of Clovelly, Coogee, La Perouse, Little Bay, Malabar, Maroubra and Yarra Bay? 
Residents of the Randwick Local Government Area would be exempt. 

Chart: Resident survey. Source: WebSurvey
n = 11,101

Chart: Telephone survey. Source: Taverner
n = 600
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Q1. On a scale of 0 to 10, how supportive are you of introducing paid visitor parking at the beachside 
locations of Clovelly, Coogee, La Perouse, Little Bay, Malabar, Maroubra and Yarra Bay? 
Residents of the Randwick Local Government Area would be exempt. 

Chart: Non-residents of the Randwick Local Government Area. Source: WebSurvey

n = 397
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n = 11,101

Chart: Q1 responses from 
residents of the Randwick Local 
Government Area.
Source: WebSurvey
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n = 11,101

Chart: Q1 responses from 
residents of the Randwick Local 
Government Area.
Source: WebSurvey
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Supporters – top themes 

Data: Q1 Free text responses from residents of the Randwick Local Government Area.
Source: WebSurvey
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Supporters – top themes 

Data: Q1 Free text responses those supportive
Source: Taverner
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Opposed – top themes 

Data: Q1 Free text responses from residents of the Randwick Local Government Area.
Source: WebSurvey
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Opposed – top themes 

Data: Q1 Free text responses those opposed
Source: Taverner
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Chart: Resident survey. Source: WebSurvey
n = 10,452

Chart: Telephone survey. Source: Taverner
n = 600



Attachment 1 
 

Presentation - Visitor Pay Parking Community Consultation Outcomes and Revised Proposal 

 

Attachment 1 - Presentation - Visitor Pay Parking Community Consultation Outcomes and Revised Proposal Page 18 
 

G
A

C
1
4
/2

6
 

  

Source: WebSurvey
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Source: WebSurvey
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Source: Taverner
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Source: WebSurvey Source: Taverner
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Source: WebSurvey
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Source: WebSurvey

Source: Taverner
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Source: WebSurvey
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Source: Taverner 
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• Taverner Research

• 24 and 31 January, 7 February 2026

• 311 surveys at Coogee, Maroubra & La 
Perouse of visitors arriving by car

• Error margin +- 5.6% at 95% confidence

• Purpose to understand attitudes of visitors

Visitor 
survey
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60% not likely 
to visit again.

37% very or 
quite likely to 
visit.
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Those who 
have already 
paid are more 
likely to be 
open to 
continuing to 
pay.
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People movement 
data
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Median distance travelled

Frenchmans Bay Beach: 
70% travelling more than 10km
40% travelling more than 25km and
10% travelling more than 50km
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43% 11% 5% 5% 3% 2% 2%

Top suburbs (excluding Randwick LGA)57%
VISITORS
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16% 14% 14% 11% 5% 4% 3%

Top suburbs (excluding Randwick LGA)

84%VISITORS
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15% 13% 13% 12% 9% 8% 5%

Top suburbs (excluding Randwick LGA)
85%
VISITORS
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Consultation 
summary

• Majority support in surveys, but some 
strong opposition from sections of 
community

• More free permits

• Concern about impact on adjacent 
residential streets

• Concerns about impacts on businesses, 
community organisations at beaches



Presentation - Visitor Pay Parking Community Consultation Outcomes and Revised Proposal Attachment 1 
 

Attachment 1 - Presentation - Visitor Pay Parking Community Consultation Outcomes and Revised Proposal Page 39 
 

G
A

C
1
4
/2

6
 

  

Revised visitor pay 
parking proposal 
and indicative 
location maps 
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Revised 
proposal

Key refinements in response to community feedback:

• limiting paid parking areas primarily to Council car 
parks and locations not immediately adjoining 
residential properties (nominal 4P time restriction)

• provision of additional exemption permits per 
eligible household, subject to proof of residence 
and vehicle ownership;

• retention of some existing unrestricted parking 
areas adjacent to beaches for visitors;

• retention of some short stay parking to support 
businesses at Coogee, Maroubra, Little Bay and La 
Perouse;
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Revised 
proposal

• reduced operating hours and seasonal adjustments, 
including reduced winter parking rates;

• exemptions during nippers sessions, Surf Life 
Saving Club activities and approved functions at 
Surf Clubs and the Prince Henry Centre;

• revised utilisation and exemption assumptions 
informed by consultation outcomes, VLC visitation 
data and operational review; 

• consideration of further protection of parking in 
adjacent residential streets; and

• updated assumptions regarding parking meter 
technology and implementation requirements
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CLOVELLY – Original Proposal CLOVELLY – Refined Proposal
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COOGEE – Original Proposal COOGEE –  Refined Proposal
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MAROUBRA – Original Proposal MAROUBRA –  Refined  Proposal
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MALABAR – Original Proposal MALABAR –  Refined  Proposal
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LITTLE BAY – Original Proposal LITTLE BAY –  Refined Proposal
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LA PEROUSE – Original Proposal LA PEROUSE –  Refined  Proposal
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YARRA BAY – Original Proposal YARRA BAY – Refined Proposal

Excluded under refined proposal
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Financial Modelling

Resident Exemption Scenario Indicative Annual 
Visitor Parking Revenue

Indicative Compliance-
Related Revenue 

Indicative Total 
Potential Funding 
Opportunity

Proposed on Consultation (~3,300 
Metered Bays)

~$6.0M ~$3.0M ~$9.0M

Refined Proposal Scenario One: 
1 Resident Exemption Permit per Eligible 
Household (~1400 Metered Bays)

~$1.9M - 2.4M ~$1.8M - 2.3M ~$3.7M - 4.7M

Refined Proposal Scenario Two: 
3 Resident Exemption Permits per Eligible 
Household (~1400 Metered Bays)

~$1.6M - 2.0M ~$1.8M - 2.1M ~$3.4M - 4.1M

Refined Proposal Scenario Three: 
Expanded Resident Exemption Permit 
Arrangement (~1400 Metered Bays)

~$1.3M - 1.6M ~$1.7M - 2.0M ~$3.0M - 3.6M

• Financial modelling has been undertaken on the refined proposal with three exemption scenarios modelled.
• Indicative potential funding opportunities for the refined proposal could contribute to support coastal infrastructure, 

beach amenity, sustainable transport solutions, parking management and associated services.
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Draft Recommendation to Council
• Implement the paid parking at locations outlined in the Beach Visitor Pay Parking Proposal Indicative Location 

Maps, reducing the number of parking meter spaces from about 3,300 to 1,400;

• Provide unlimited permits per eligible household for all Randwick City residents, subject to proof of residence and 
vehicle ownership, for the locations outlined in Attachment 1 Beach Visitor Pay Parking Proposal Indicative Location 
Maps;

• Retain some existing unrestricted parking areas adjacent to beaches for visitors, as outlined in Attachment 1 Beach 
Visitor Pay Parking Proposal Indicative Location Maps;

• Retain some short stay parking to support businesses at Coogee, Maroubra, Little Bay and La Perouse;

• Provide reduced operating hours and seasonal adjustments, including reduced winter parking rates;

• Provide exemptions during nippers sessions, Surf Life Saving Club activities and approved functions at Surf Clubs 
and the Prince Henry Centre;

• Consider further protection of parking in adjacent residential streets and undertake localised area consultation; 

• Allocate the funding raised to Active Transport (cycle infrastructure), coastal infrastructure (playgrounds, surf clubs, 
coastal walkway) and coastal maintenance and cleaning; and

• Endorse the community consultation reports and data be placed on Council’s website.
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